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Objective and general description

Economics of World Agriculture deals with the problem of world food insecurity and agricultural
production. This problem is systematically analyzed concerning the demand for food and its demographic
and economic determinants and the supply of food taking onto account various world agricultural systems
and production factors characteristics. The attention is also paid to the development of agricultural
commodity markets and agrarian policies in OECD and developing countries. The objective of this course is
to analyze current problems of world malnutrition and agrarian production with the use of economic theories
and reasoning with the aim to deepen the economics knowledge of students and their global overview.

Lectures:
1. The role of agriculture in the world economy
2. Land in the world agriculture
3. Labour force in the world agriculture
4. Machinery in the world agriculture
5. Agricultural policies of OECD countries
6. Economic estimate of production breakeven in foreign agriculture
7. The world crop market
8. The world livestock market
9. Food insecurity in the world
10. World organic farming
11. Climate change and food security
12. How to promote agricultural development? Experience in development projects in agriculture (a
guest lecture)
Seminars:

1. Estimating the economical type of national and foreign economies by contribution of agriculture into
the development

Short-term and long-term farmer problems — reading and discussion

Evaluating the land using level in the world agriculture

Estimating the agrarian productivity and employment level in the foreign economies
Green Revolution - reading and discussion

Evaluating the level of government support of farmers in different countries

Estimating production breakeven in foreign agriculture

Reading on nutrition, estimating recommended nutrition doses

Influence of climate change on the world food supply — reading and discussion

10 Readings on demographics and projecting future demand for food in a chosen country
11. Reading on GMO and biotechnology. Discussion — what are the pros and cons of GMOs?
12. Estimating agricultural production functions and supply elasticities
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