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INTERNATIONAL PRACTICES OF COLLECTING 
STATISTICAL DATA: THE DATA COLLECTION 

FRAMEWORK

Fish are natural, biological, mobile (sometimes over long dis
tances) and renewable resource. Aside from fish farming, fish are gen
erally not owned until they have been caught. As such, fish stocks con
tinue to be regarded as a common resource which needs to be managed 
collectively. This has led to a range of policies that regulate the amount 
of fishing on the European level, as well as the types of fishing tech
niques and gear that can be used in fish capture.

The question of collecting, storing, processing and disseminating 
of relevant information draws attention not only of the European Un
ion's special regulations on statistics, but also of the Common Fisheries 
Policy. In particular, Article 25 «Information Requirements for Fisher
ies Management», Part V, «Scientific Base for Fisheries Management», 
of the Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and 
the Council of December 11, 2013 «On the Common Fisheries Poli
cy».

The European Union is considering the state of affairs and decid
ing what to do with the industry. Approve a seven-year common policy 
(in our case -  fishery). It became clear that statistics in volumes and in 
structure that Eurostat collects is not enough for politicians and scien
tists who provide advice and monitor the state of implementation of the 
Seven Year Plan.
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The Scientific Technical Economical and Social Committee on 
Fisheries (STECF) and the Joint Research Center (JRC) were estab
lished.

As for the need in collecting statistical data which was also men
tioned in the materials prepared by STECF scientists for the staff of the 
European Commission, a document named «Commission Staff Project 
Paperwork» when preparing the changes to the Data Collection 
Framework (DCF).

That is why in 2000, the EU System (ESS) for the collection and 
management of fisheries data (also known as the DCR Data Collection 
Regulation) was created, and in 2008 it was reformed into the Data 
Collection Framework (DCF).

DCF establishes a coherent set of EU rules, which regulate the 
collection of biological data, environmental information; technical and 
socio-economic parameters of the fisheries, aquaculture and fish pro
cessing sectors with the aim of improving the availability of the listed 
information for researchers, which in its turn should improve the rec
ommendations for users, including the Commission.

The introduction of DCR and DCF does not necessarily lead to 
an increase in the amount of data collected. Implementation of these 
Systems provides the overall framework and quality of control neces
sary to ensure uniformity of data sets and a single collection system.

Council Regulation (EC) No 199/2008 dated February 25, 2008 
on the establishment of a Community Fisheries Management Data Col
lection System, management of these data and their use to support sci
entific advice provided within the framework of the Common Fisheries 
Policy in the fisheries sector.

Commission Regulation (EC) No 665/2008 dated July 14, 2008, 
establishing the detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 199/2008 dated February 25, 2008 on the establishment of a 
Community Fisheries Management Data Collection System, manage
ment of these data and their use to support (substantiation) of the scien
tific advice (recommendations) provided within the framework of the 
Common Fisheries Policy.
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Financial ( to 31.12.2013) Scientific

Council Regulation 861/2006 
1

Council Regulation 199/2008 
1

Commission Regulation 
1078/2008

Commission Regulation 665/2008 
(Financial, scientific principles)

1
Commission Decision 2010/93/EU- 

EU perennial program 
1Max of financial contribution 

to National Programs (ap
proved by a series of Com
mission decisions annually)

23 National Programs (are approved 
by 23 Commission decisions)

Figure 1 -  Legislative base of the Data collection system 
DCF consists of the following legal instruments:

Commission Decision 2010/93/EU dated December 18, 2009 on 
the approval of the multiannual fishing community fisheries data col
lection program.
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