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Horizon 2020 Overview 

 
Three priorities: 

• Pillar 1 Excellent Science (approximately 32% of budget) 

• Pillar 2 Industrial Leadership (approximately 22% of budget) 

• Pillar 3 Societal Challenges (approximately 38.5% of budget) 

• Cross-cutting activities (approximately 1.5% of budget): 

Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation 

Science with and for Society 

• EIT (approximately 3.5% of budget) 

• Non-nuclear activities of Joint Research Centre (approximately 2.5% 
of budget) 

• Strong focus on SMEs:  

In collaborative projects - 20% of total budget for societal challenges 
and enabling & industrial technologies to go to SMEs 

A new SME instrument in all societal challenges and enabling & 
industrial technologies (7% of relevant budgets) 
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Place of the Participant Portal in EU’s Research communication media 

• RESEARCH on EUROPA  policy context 
 http://ec.europa.eu/research 

 

 

• PARTICIPANT PORTAL  interactions with participants 
 http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal 

• CORDIS  dissemination of results 
 http://cordis.europa.eu 

3 Internet portals related to Horizon 2020: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research
http://ec.europa.eu/research
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal
http://cordis.europa.eu/


                 Horizon 2020. Calls 2018-2020 

• €30 billion for three years+€1 billion for 30 flagship initiatives with specific countries in areas of mutual 
benefit. 

• Horizon 2020 homepage: http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en 

• Calls for 
proposals:http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html


Horizon 2020 – How to participate? 

 
 

 
Any institution may participate either as a Partner or as a Coordinator!  

 
 Responsibilities of the Coordinator: 

• Submits the proposal and (generally) leads the project. 
• Reporting responsibilities 
• Receives payment from the Commission and distributes to partners 
• Acts as a ‘hub’ for queries between Partners and Commission 

 
 Resources and Benefits? 

 Coordinator receives adequate funding for resources to manage the 
consortium. Costs are claimed as incurred and cannot lead to a profit.  

 Closer links to Brussels 
 Prestige (?) 

 

 
 
 
 



Time to grant: speeding up the process 

• A maximum TTG of 8 months 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

5 months 
for informing all applicants 

on scientific evaluation 

3 months 
for signature of GA 

Some exceptions apply 



Time to grant: speeding up the process 

How to speed up the process 
 

• No more negotiations:  

• each proposal evaluated 'as it is', 

• not as 'what could be'; 

• Legal entity validated in parallel. 

 No more paper:  
e-communication & e-signature of grants. 



How to Apply? 
 

Using the Horizon 2020 Participant Portal 

• 1. Find a call for proposals 

• 2. Find partners (where necessary) 

• 3. Create an account and register your organization 

• 5. Submit a proposal 



Find a suitable Call for Proposals 

 
• Calls on the Participant Portal: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/porta
l/desktop/en/home.html 

• Detailed information in the H2020 Online 
Manual 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs
/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm  

 

 Bottom UP 

You come up with a 
research idea and apply 
for funding through the 
Excellent Science 
schemes; e.g. 

• European Research 
Council (ERC) 

• Marie Sklodowska-
Curie Schemes 
(MSCA) 

• Future and Emerging 
Technologies (FET) 

• SMEs Instrument 

 

Top DOWN 
 
The EU define specific 
topics and your idea 
has to fit within their 
remit in order to be 
able to apply. 
Industrial Technologies 
(e.g. ICT, Biotech) 
Societal Challenges 
(e.g. Health, Secure 
Societies, Europe in a 
Changing World, Food-
Agri-Marine) 



Partners and Consortia 

 Formal criteria 

• Minimum conditions 

     Standard collaborative actions: 

      At least three legal entities each 
established in a different Member State or 
an Associated Country; 

• ERC, SME instrument, programme co-fund, 
coordination  and support, training and 
mobility actions: 

     One legal entity established in a Member 
State or in an Associated Country. 

• Additional Conditions 

      In the work programme or work plan. 

 

Calls not requiring consortia 
•Coordination and Support 
Actions can be submitted by 
one legal entity established in a 
Member State or associated 
country only. 
•The SME Instrument only 
requires one SME from a EU 
Member State or associated 
country to submit a proposal. 
•European Research Council 
(ERC) grants fund single 
Principal Investigators working 
in a host institution in a EU 
Member State or associated 
country (for more information, 
see the chapter on the ERC). 
•Individual Fellowships, which 
are part of the Marie 
Sklodowska-Curie Actions, 
address individual researchers 
(and their host institutions) (for 
more information, see the 
chapter on the Marie 
Sklodowska-Curie Actions). 

 

28 MSs 
 + 
ACs 
•Iceland  
•Norway  
•Albania  
•Bosnia and Herzegovina  
•the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia  
•Montenegro  
•Serbia  
•Turkey  
•Israel  
•Moldova  
•Switzerland  
•Faroe Islands  
•Ukraine 



Costs Reimbursement 

Personnel costs 
 Wider acceptance of average  personnel costs 
Acceptance of supplementary payments (for non-profit organisations of up to 
8000 euros/year/person) 
Simplifying participation for SMEs 
Less requirements for time records 
 …and more in the Horizon 2020  Grant Agreement 



Your strategy in proposal writing 

Strategy for Newcomers 

Learning the Rules and Procedures  

Contacting established networks and experience 
 



UKRAINE/EU 

http://www.google.com.ua/url?url=http://www.poltava.pl.ua/news/630/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=0SwPVJz1N-G7ygP66YLwDQ&ved=0CDAQ9QEwBg&usg=AFQjCNFdExwQsUfBBZbNy_bjf-hNviHHrg
http://arevelkcenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/европа.jpg


Policy Drive for S&T Ukraine-EU cooperation 

• Agreement on Co-operation in Science and Technology between the European Community and Ukraine 

(July 4, 2002)* 

• Agreement between Ukraine and the European Union on          the participation of Ukraine in the Union 
programme Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020) (March 
20, 2015 

 

15 July 2015, 
The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted the Law "On Ratification of the Agreement by Exchange of 

Notes on Renewal of the Agreement on Scientific and Technological Cooperation between the 

European Community and Ukraine"  



MUST KNOW: Internal regulations 
   

• Постанова Національного банку України «Про внесення змін до постанови Правління Національного банку України від 
13.12.2017  № 129» щодо звільнення від обов’язкового продажу валютних кошт  

• Постанова Кабінету Міністрів України, N 579, 12.08.2015  

     «Про затвердження Положення про порядок реалізації права на академічну мобільність», Положення про умови 
матеріального забезпечення осіб, направлених за кордон на навчання та стажування»  

•  Постанова Кабінету Міністрів України, № 98, 02.02. 2011  

• «Про суми та склад витрат на відрядження державних службовців, а також інших осіб, що направляються у 
відрядження підприємствами, установами та організаціями, які повністю або частково утримуються (фінансуються) за 
рахунок бюджетних коштів» 

 

• ПКУ, Бухгалтерського облік  за законодавством України: Амортизація… 

 

• etc 



                  Legal Framework 

EU/EURATOM  

TREATY 

FRAMEWORK PROGRAMMES 

(EU/Euratom) 

SPECIFIC PROGRAMMES 

RULES FOR PARTICIPATION 

(EU/Euratom) 

Grant Agreement 

Other relevant  

EC Regulations FINANCIAL 

REGULATION/ 

Implementing Rules 

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

WORK PROGRAMMES 

Rules on   

evaluation and  

selection  

procedures 

& 

Calls for proposals 

Rules on 

financial 

capacity 



The Most Important Rules and Guidelines in a Nutshell  
Horizon 2020 Rules for Participation  
 

  The Rules for Participation form the legal basis of all the Model Grant Agreements and govern any legal 
aspects of Horizon 2020 that are not explicitly mentioned in the MGAs 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-
participation_en.pdf  

  

REGULATION (EU) No 1290/2013 OF THE EUROPEANPARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL  
of 11 December 2013 laying down the rules for participation and dissemination in "Horizon 2020 - the Framework 
Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020)" and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1906/2006 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/legal_basis/rules_participation/h2020-rules-participation_en.pdf


The Most Important Rules and Guidelines in a Nutshell  
General Model Grant Agreement (MGA)  
 The general GA specifies all the rights and obligations of the partners in the majority of project types. In Horizon 2020 we distinguish 

between the actual  legal text http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/mga/gga/h2020-mga-gga-multi_en.pdf   

and the annotated version (AMGA) http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf,  

which explains and illustrates the legal text.  

Certain programmes or types of actions, in particular the European Research Council (ERC) and the Marie Curie Sklodowska Actions 

(MSCA) have their own MGAs, which can be found on the reference page:  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/reference_docs.html#h2020-mga   
of the Participant Portal 

General 
Model 
Grant 

Agreement 

ERC MGAs 

SME 
instrument 

MGAs 

Co-fund 
MGAs 

Marie-
Sklodowska 
Curie MGAs 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf


Table of content (AGA) 



The Most Important Rules and Guidelines in a Nutshell  
Consortium Agreement (CA)  

     Consortium Agreement (CA)  

      http://www.desca-2020.eu/  

     The CA determines the relationships among the project partners within a  

      consortium, in particular with regard to governance, liability and intellectual property rights (IPR) 
www.iprhelpdesk.eu .  

     It must not conflict with the GA.  

•   

• The DESCA model is the most common CA template for collaborative projects, but other versions exist (to be 
found e.g. at the IPR Helpdesk).  

 

http://www.desca-2020.eu/
http://www.desca-2020.eu/
http://www.desca-2020.eu/
http://www.desca-2020.eu/
http://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/


                Your Bible:  

     H2020 Work rogrammes 

Restrict eligibility of participants from third countries 
(e.g.security concerns, reciprocity) 
 
Introduce additional eligibility criteria 
 
Number of participants, type of participant and place of 
establishment 
 
Lay down further details for the application of the award 
criteria, and specify weighting and thresholds – see general 
annexes 
 
Specify third countries that are eligible for funding 
 
Specify the funding rate for an action 
 
Specify that lump sums or scale of unit costs can be used 
for an action (subject to prior separate Commission 
Decision) 
 
Identify beneficiaries for grants without a call for proposals 
 
etc 



Work Programme 



Participant Portal  
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal 

Participant Portal – one-stop shop 

• Topics 

• Documents 

• Rules for participation 

• Online manual 

• E-submission 

Horizon 2020 Documents 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/reference_docs.html  
Horizon 2020 On-line Manual 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/guide.html  
Questions? Research Enquiry Service:  http://ec.europa.eu/research/enquirie  

EC OA website  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/swafs/index.cfm?pg=policy&lib=science  

Open Access Resources (Netvibes – EC Central Library)  

http://www.netvibes.com/open-access 

http://www.netvibes.com/open-access
http://www.netvibes.com/open-access
http://www.netvibes.com/open-access


Horizon 2020 National Portal 

h2020.com.ua 



Projects of support 

https://www.eap-plus.eu/ 

http://www.increast.eu  



Thank you for your attention! 

Olena Koval 

NIP/Ukraine 

office 801, 180, Gorkiy Street, Kyiv, 

03680, Ukraine 

Tel/fax: +380 44 529 0332 

E-mail: nip@fp7-ncp.kiev.ua 

o_koval@h2020.com.ua 

Web: h2020.com.ua 

 

NCPs/Ukraine 
 
Financial & Legal 
Issues 
 
Access to Risk 
Finance 

 

mailto:nip@fp7-ncp.kiev.ua
mailto:nip@fp7-ncp.kiev.ua
mailto:nip@fp7-ncp.kiev.ua

