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Bepcif cTOpiHKM YKPaiHCbKOKO MOBOIO

06 rpyaHa 2021 poky
Fonpgammep: «Tinbku nonepeayKysasibHi 3axoam BpATYIOTb [peuito Big noxKex»

MpoBiAHWI HiIMeLbKUIA BYEHUI, KepiBHUK [N06GaNbHOro LEHTPY MOHITOpUHTY noxex (GFMC), nosicHioe
BuaaHHio «NEW Weekend», yomy HeobxigHa akTMBHA y4acTb MicLLeBUX rpomag,

ABTtop: Mapisa Bacuniiioc

Onsa Toro, wob lpeuia 3axmucTuna CBOI JlicK Bif, NOMKeX, BOHA MOBWMHHA 3HOBY IHTEHCMBHO 3almMaTucA
Npo®iNaKTMKoI0, AK Lie byno B 1980-x pokax, Kaxke npodpecop MoraHH Meopr Frongammep, KepiBHUK FobanbHOro
LEHTPY MOHITOPUHTY noxexK (GFMC) B iHTepB’to BuaaHHIO TA NEA. «fAKLLO noexa BUHWKHE Nicns TpuBanoi
Nnocyxu B paioHax, Ae Nic 3piarKeHui, Le byae nokexKa HU3bKOIT iIHTEHCMBHOCTI Yepe3 HeBesIMKY KilbKiCTb
biomacu», — cKasaB HimeubKUit npodecop, A04aBLIM, WO «aKTMBHA Y4acTb MICLEBUX FPOMAJ, € Ba*K/INBOIO».
«Mpodecopa Nongammepa NPU3HAYUAN FOIOBOKD HeE3aNeKHOro KOMiTeTy 3 MMWUTaHb MepcneKkTUB ynpasaiHHA
nosKexamu B Jlicax Ta B CiIbCbKMX palioHax lpeuii (cTeopeHoro nicna Tpareaii 8 Marti), Npo Wwo BugaHHa «TA
NEA» nucanm B ceprHi MMHYNOro poKy. Moro npusHadeHHs y 2018 poui He 6y/10 0ro NepLUoto B3aEMOZIELO 3
Halwolto KpaiHoto. AKock y cepnHi 1985 poKy BiH BXKe AaB CBOE neplue iHTeps'to BuaaHHio «NEA».

Npodecop Nongammep, BniTky 2021 poKy B ycbomy Cepen3eMHOMOPCbKOMY PerioHi, BKAOYalouu
lpeuito, cnocrepirannca ekcTtpemasnbHi nicosi noxexi. AK Bu morkete NOpPiBHATU L 3 BalWMM MUHYIUM
Aocsigom y 1985 poui Ta nisHiwe?

1980-mi poKu cunbHO 8idpi3HAAUCA 8i0 cyyacHoi cumyauii. Bnimky 1985 poky a npauytoeas y lpeuii 0ns
06MiHy AocgidoM 3 2peybKuUMU 8YEHUMU MA NPAKMUKamu. [TumaHHA 6ya10 MaKum: AK MU MOXEMO yrnpasaamu
nicamu, wob 8oHU cmanu cmilikumu 0o nicosux noxexc. ¥ mol 4ac JleoHidac I. J/liakoc, nokiliHuli npogecop
YHisepcumemy Apucmomens 6 CanoHikax, 6y8 poOOHAYAAbHUKOM [OM(eHHOI HAyKu ma ynpasniHHA
rnoxcexamu. BiH cmeopus KOHUenyiro iHmeHCcU8HO20 20Crnod0apto8aHHA 8 ceped3eMHOMOPCbKUX COCHOBUX Aicig
0114 3HUXEHHA Hebe3rneKUu 8UHUKHEeHHA 1iCO8UX MOMEN.

AlK 61 Bu mornm ue noAcHUTU?

Mpogpecop /liakoc 30ilicHo8as iHMeHcUBHi 002190U 8 COCHOBUX HACAOM(eHHAX. BiH sudanue yci 2optoyi
mamepianu Ha aicosili nidcmunyi WaAIXom MexaHi4HOI po34ucmKuU, yinecrnpamosaHo20 sunacy xyoobu ma 3a
00MoMo20H0 KOHMPOILOBAHO20 BO2HIO. AKWO Mi0 Yac MOCywnu8020 Aima 8 Makomy Aici BUHUKHe oxexa, ye
byde nuwe HU308a noxexca, ane He pyliHisHa eepxoea. Okpemi Oepesa cmiliki 00 HU3080I Moxexci i 3a80AKuU
UboOMy He NOWKOOXyromMscA. Hapasi maki iHmeHcusHi 00214a0uU He 3acMocosyembcsa Yepe3 bpaK nepcoHany ma
CKOpO4YeHHA iHaecmuuili y e0eHHA n1ico8020 20cnodapcmaa.



AIK MO>KHA NOPIBHATU NOXKEXKHY cutyauito 1985 3 2021 pokom?

Y 1980-x pokax Jlicosa cayxucba [peuii 6yna 0obpe opzaHizoeaHa 0aa 3anobieaHHA ma 6opombbu 3
7icoBUMU MOXCeHAMU — 8paxcarovuli NPuKnaod 01 iHWUX esponelicoKux KpaiH. [lpome 3a ocmaHHi 0s8a-mpu
decamunimmsa cumyauia 3miHuUnaca. EkcmpemansHi nicosi noxexnc, Ak y 2021 pouyi, cmaromes «HOB0H
Hopmoto». lpuUYUHA: HUHI A1icu, CinbCbKO20CModapcbKi y2idda ma nacosuw,a MeHW iHMeHcUsHo 0b6pobaromecs
abo nepebysaoms y 3aHe0baHomMy cmaHi. Omace, binbw ne2Kko3alimucma pocaUHHICMb, AKA MAM popMyeEMbCA
CMBOPIOE YMOBU 0719 BUHUKHEHHA OyHce iIHMEHCUBHUX /1iCOBUX MOMCEI, AKi BOHKO KOHMPOAo8amu. Lbo2o poky
maki iHmeHcusHi nicosi noxcexi MopKHyauca He auwe Fpeyii, a b cycioHix KpaiH TypeuduHu, Imanii ma 3axioHux
bankaH. BuHasmkom € auwe lopmyeania: 3 2018 poky KpaiHa Hadae npiopumem iHeecmuuyism y 3anobiecaHHA
nicosum noxcexcam. Lle okynunoca e 2021 pouyi.

TaNEa 6pana y Bac iHTeps’to B 1985 poui. OKpim akagemiuHMx ob6miHiB, Bu gonomaranu Hawiii KpaiHi B
60poTbb6i 3 NicoBUMM NoKerKamu Ta HagaBaau cTpaTerivyHi nopaau.

Y cepnHi 1985 poky A npubys Ha Tacoc, Koau 8 2opax gidbysanaca iHMeHcUsHA sicosa noxcexca. A
3arponoHy8as C80 MiIOMPUMKY KOMAHOUPAM MOXEHCHOI caymbu, aomipany ma z2eHepany 36poliHux cun
lpeuii. IHmezposaHi 8 KOMAHOHY cCmpyKmMypy, MU 3Mo27aU CMpuMamu 8020Hs | spamysamu cesno Mapiec, Aake
byno nid Had3eu4aliHow 3az2po3oto. licna kKamacmpodgpiyHux nicosux noxcexc Ha Xioci 8 2012 poyi A npaytosas
3 kanimaHom laHatiomicom Liakocom, sidomum epeubKum cyoHoenacHukom. FeHepanvHuli cekpemap OOH lNaH
[i MyH dopyyus meHi niompumamu iHiyiamusy Llakoca 8id imeHi OpeaHrizayii 06’edHaHux Hauili (OOH). MMicna
KOHgepeHyii Ha Xioci 8 yxoemHi 2012 poKy, CKAUKAHOI KanimaHom Llakocom, mu pa3om 3 KanimaHom
niompumanu [peybKy CinbCbKo20CcnodapcobKy opeaHizauito «DEMETER» e opeaHizauii «HayioHaabHO20
Kpy271020 cmosy 3 ynpasaiHHA noxexamu 8 [peuyil 8 Yacu eKoOHOMIYHOI Kpu3u», Us mixceioomya raamgpopma
05 Ouckycii, 8i06ynacs 8 AgpiHax y mpasHi 2013 pokKy.

By HeogHOPA30BO 3ragyBanu, WO MiCLEBi FPOMaAM MalOTb 3aXULLATU CBOI Cena Big, NiCOBUX MOXKeX,
3amicTb eBaKyauii?

Le y 2013 pouyi A cmeopus KOMAHOY 8YEHUX-MOMEHCHUKIB ma cneuianicmise 3 yrnpasniHHA Noxexamu 3
Ipeuii ma cycidHix KpaiH 0n4a nidecomoeKku «KepisHuymea w000 3axucmy cin 8io sicosux noxcex». Baxcausumu
€ NpoghinakmukKa, Ni02omosKa ma aKmueHa y4acme micyesux epomad. CnekomHe nimo 2021 poKy nokasano,
wo epomadsHu [peuii comosi Hadamu Jdonomoey i csili 8HecoK ma 3axucmumu ceoi 6yOuHKuU, ceana ma
nepeomicmsa. OOHaK ix nompibHo nizomysamu ma niompumamu, w06 8o0HU Moaau pobumu ue besneyHo ma
eghekmusHo y cnisnpayi 3 8i0nosioanbHUMU 0p2aHaMU.

Xi6a ue He 3miHa napagurmm BupilleHHA Npobiemu nicoBUX NoXKeK?

Mu nepebysaemo 8 ripoueci hpyHOameHmManbHOI nepeopieHmauii. MuHyn020 muxcHA Ha BcecsimHoomy
hopymi 3a demokpamito 8 Padi Eeponu mu 062080pt08GAU POsb 2POMAOAHCLKO20 CYCMiabcmed y CMeOopPeHHI
nAaHowagmis, cmilikux 00 nicosux noxcex. A NOACHUS C80O MO3UYi0, YOMY 00U He MOBUHHI Mpocumu y 61a0u
3axucmy ceoix npas. Hamomicme 2pomadsaHCbKe Cycninbcmeo Hece 8i0no8iodasbHiCMb 3a ynpasaiHHA 3eMAamu,
wob 80HU cManu 3axuleHUmMuU 8i0 nicosux noxcexc. Lia eidnosidansbHicme 6yoe HeobxiOHOW 015 M000AAHHSA
Kaimamu4Hoi Kpu3u. [lo3sonbme MeHi npoyumysamu icmopu4Hy iHaszypauiliHy npomosy KoaAuWHb020
npe3udeHma CLUA [xcoHa KeHHedi: «He numadl, ujo meos KpaiHa moxce 3pobumu 0151 mebe — numad, wo mu
MoxMcew 3pobumu 015 CBOEI KpaiHU .

MuHynoro micaua Bu ronosyBanu Ha KoHdepeHuii Aerial Firefighting Conference Europe 2021 B EcToHii.
Yu pana KoHdepeHuia HoBi igei?

Mepwi KoHpepeHyii 3 No8iMpPAHO20 NoXeH02aciHHA, opeaHizosaHi peyieto y 2008 pouyi, ma HacmymnHi
KOHgbepeHUii 6yau npuceayeHi nepesarcHo mexHiyi. BoHu 3ocepedunucs HaG mMexHoaA02iAX ma onepauyiliHux
acnekmax nosimpsaHo2o 2aciHHA noxexnc. Llbo2o poky enepwe o0onosidavi KoHgepeHyii ma npucymdi
062080puUNU HEObXiOHIcMb MOoCUneHHA NpPoginakmuKu noxcex. TaKox 32adyeasu npo OXOPOHy Ccin 8id
AAHOWAGMHUX MOHCEH(.

Dxkepeno: https://www.in.gr/2021/12/06/plus/interviews/gkolntamer-mono-prolipsi-tha-sosei-tinellada-apo-
tis-pyrkagies
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I'koAvtapep — «Movo n Tpoinyn 0o cocer v EALGS0 016 TI TOpKOYIESH
O KopLEAiog YEPLLOVOG EMOTHHOVOGS, EMKEPAANS TOV [Taykocov Kévipov [Tapakorovdnong

Mupkaydv, e&nyet oto «NEA Zoffatoxdplako» yioti eivor amapaitntn 1 EvEPYN COUUETOYN
TOV TOTIKAOV KOWVOVIDV

¢ Mapiag Baocileiov

["a va mpootatedoel 1 EAAGS ta 4o amd Tig mupkayéc, mpénet va acyoAndel moit
EVIOTIKG Le TNV TPOANYT, OTT®G cuvEPave ot dekaetio Tov 1980, dtopunvoet o kabnyntng
[Moyav I'kéopyk I'kodvtapep, emkepaing tov [aykoouiov Kévrpov ITapakorovbnong
IMupkayidv (GFMC), ot cuvévtevén tov ota «NEAY. «Edv ekdnlmbel mupkayd émetto amod
TAPOTETAUEVT OlbpKeELn ENpaciog o€ TeEPLoyEg OOV TO dACOG £xel aparmbel, avtn Ba eivan
YOUNANG évTaong AOY® NG UIKPNG mocOTNTag Plopdlocy dNAdVEL 0 yepuavog Kabnyntmg,
tovifovtag emiong OTL Kot «1 EVEPYT GLUUETOYY] TOV TOTIKOV KOW®VIOV givat arapaitnny. O
I'koAvtapep tomoBetOnke emikeaing g aveEdptnng emttponng v tig [poomtucé
Awyeiprong [Mupkayidv Aacodv kot Yraibpov omnv EALGSa (Tov cuotdbnke petd v
tpaymdio oto Mdrtt), Yo 11 omoieg Eypayav «TA NEA» tov mepacuévo Avyovsto. O
dtoptopdg tov to 2018 dev NTav 1 TPMOTN EVAGYOANGCT TOL LE TN Y®Opa pog. Tov Avyovsto Tov
1985 &iye dmwaoel v TpdTN TOL GLVEVTEVEN oTo «NEA®.

Kvpie kaOnynta, to kalokaipt Tov 2021 giyope vwyning éviaong 006IKEG TUPKAYLEG OE
oA v weproy s Meooyeiov, kar otnv EALGda. Ilog 10 ovykpivere pe Tic
TPONYOVNEVES EPTELPieS oug TO 1985 ko apyodTepa;

H dekaetia Tov 1980 oV moAd dropopetikn amd T onuepwvn Katdotaot. To kolokaipt Tov
1985 epydomka omnv EALGSQ Yo vo avTOALGE® eumelpieg pe EAANVES ETICTHLOVES Kol
enayyerpaties. To epotnua ntav: [og propodue va dtayeipiotodpe ta ddon dote va yivouy
avBektikd otig mupkayeg; Exetvn v emoyn, o Aewvidag I'. Aldkog, agipvnotog kabnyntng
Aocoroyiog oto Apiototéreto [Tavemotuo, dnNpiovpynce Vv 100 EVIOTIKNG dtoyeiptong
TOV PLEGOYELONKMV TEVKOOUGAV Y10, T UEIWGT TOV KIVOUVOV TUPKOAYLAS.

o propovoate va 1o ENYNOGETE AVTO;

O k. Aldxog peimve v e0eiektn Propalo 6to £6apoc Tov dAGOVG LE EAeYYOLEVN BOoKNON
Kot kavon. Eqv exdniwbel mopkoayid votepa and mapatetapnévn ddpkela Enpociog oe
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TEPLOYES OTOL TO dAGOG £xEL apatwBOel, avtr Ba elvar younAng £viaong Ady® g iKpng
mocoTTOG Propalag. ZUepa dVTEG 01 OUYEIPIOTIKEG TPAKTIKEG OeV EpapuoOlovTon AOY®
EMAEWYNG TPOSHOTIKOD, TEYVOYVMGIOG KOl LELOUEVNG £MG KOl UNOEVIKNG YPNLATOSOTNONG Y10
T JlaxElplon TV SacMV.

I®g ovykpivetor n kKatdotaon Tov 1985 pe 1o 2021;

Tn dekaetio tov 1980 1 EAAnvikn Aactkn Yanpeoio ntav Suvapikd opyavouévn yo tny
TPOANYT] KOL TNV KOTOGTOAN TOV SUGIKMV TUPKAYLDV, VO EVIVTOGLUKO TOPASELY O AKOUN
Kot Yo GALEG evpomaikég ydpes. Tig tedevtaieg dVo pe Tpelg dekaetieg, MOTOGO, 1
Kataotaomn £xel oAAEEL. AKpaieg TupkaylEg Ommg avtég Tov 2021 Ba etvon n «véa
KovovikoTtay. O Adyog; XTic HéEPE Lag, Ta OACT, Ol YEMPYIKEG EKTAGELG Kot To. fOGKOTOMLO
KOAALEPYOLVTOL AYOTEPO EVTOTIKA 1) eyKataleimovTol. Katd cuvénela, 1 cuecmpevon
0vpAexTNg PAGOTNONG ONpovpYEl CLVONKESG Yio TOAD £VTOVEG TUPKAYLES, Ol OTTOLEG Elval
00oKoA0 va eleyyBovv. DETOC TETO1EG EvToveg TupKaylEg dgv EmAnEay uoévo v EALGSa, addd
Kol T1G YEITovikég xapeg, Tovpxia, Itaiia kot to Avtikd Baikdvia. Movo i Toptoyaiio
amotelel e€aipeon, n omoia and to 2018 divel TpotepatdTTO OTIG EMEVOVGELS Y10 THV
TPOANYT TOV SAGIKOV TVPKAYI®DV. AvTd amédwoe to 2021.

Eiyote 0ol v mp@dT1 60g ouvévtevtn ota «NEA» 10 1985. EkTlg 06 axadnpaikéc
avtarloyés, fondicate T YOPO POS OTNV KATATOLERN O] TOV OUCIKAV TUPKAYLDOV KL
OTIV TAPOYN CTPATYIKOV GOUBOVA®V.

Tov Avyovcto tov 1985 éptaca otn Odco Katd tn ddpKela Hiog EVTOVNG TUPKAYLAS, TOV
éxorye to vnol. [Ipocépepa ) fon0eld OV GTOVG SIOIKNTEC TEPICTATIKMY EKTOKTNG OVAYKNG
¢ [TupooPeotikng, Evav vavapyo kot Evav otpatnyod tov Evomiomv Avvapewnv e EAAGSaC.
Me 6610 GUVTOVIGUO KOTAPEPALLE VO TEPLOPIGOVLE TNV TUPKAYLE KO VO, GOGOVUE TO YWP10,
oV aneAOnke neplocdTEPO, TIG Aved Mapiéc. Metd Tig KataoTpo@ikéc mupKaylég otn Xio
10 2012 ocvvepydotka pe tov kametav [Havayudn Todko, yvootd EéAnva eponiiotr). O tote
vevikog ypappotéas tov OHE Mrav Kt Movv pov avébese va vroompi&m v tpwtofoviio
tov Todkov gk pépovg tov Hvopévaov EBvav. Encita and cuvédpro ot Xio tov OktdPpro
tov 2012, mov cvykdrece o kanetdv Todkog, o 010G Kot ey® vrootpiape tov EATO —
AHMHTPA o ™ dopydveoon g EBvikng ZtpoyyvAng Tpaméing yio m Awayeipion
[Mupkayudv otnv EALGda og Kaipovg Owkovopuxng Kpiong, pog dtnnpectokng mAatoopuog
ov{ntnong, mov mpaypatomoldnke otnv Abnva tov Mo tov 2013.

Eyxete emaveuinuuéva ava@EPeL 0TL 01 TOMIKES KOWVOTITES TPEMEL VO, VTEPUOTILOVTAL TA
YOPLE TOVG EVOVTL HUCIKAV TUPKAYLOV OVTL VO EKKEVAVOVTAL;

To 2013 dnuovpynca po opdda EWVIKOV 011 OlayEipton TupKayldv omd v EAAGOa kot T1g
YELTOVIKES YDPES Y10 VO TPOETOLAGOLV TIG «OdNYieS Yo TV QULVA TOV TOTIK®V KOWOTNTOV
amto T1G d0o1KEG TLUPKAYLESH. H TpdAN Y™, 1 €TOOTNTA KO 1] EVEPYOS GUUUETOYT] TMV TOTIK®OV
Kowoviav etvan arapaitntec. To kaiokaipt tov 2021 €dei&e 611 1 Kowvwvia otnv EALGSQ
gtvol TpOBuUn Vo GLVEIGPEPEL KO VOL VITEPACTIGTEL TOL GTITLOL KOl TOVG OIKIGHOVC. 26T0G0,
TPENEL VO, EYOVV TIG SVVATOTNTEG KO VO VITOGTNPLOOVV Le EKTOIOEVOT) YOl VO, TO KAVOLV 0VTO
LE OGPAAELD KO OTOTEAEGLATIKOTITO GE CLVEPYOGIN LE TIG APLOdES ApyEc.

Agv givar auTi] pa aAlay] TOv HOVTELOV SLaYEIPIONS TOV TPOPANLATOS TOV TVPKAYLAOV;

Bpiokopaote og dwadikacio Oepeddovg avanpocsavatoMcopov. Tnv tepacuévn efdoudda,
610 AteBvég Dopoup yia ) Anpoxpatia 6to Zopfovito e Evpdnng cuintoape tov poro
NG KOWOVIOG TOV TOAMTAOV 0T dNUoVPYio KOWOTHTOV avOekTIkdV oTig mupkaylés. EEnynca
™ 0€om pov, yiati ot avBpwmot dev mpémel va, Ta TEPUEVOLY OAa amd TIc Apyéc. Avtibeta,
elvar evBHVN TG KowmVviag TV ToAT®V va dwyelpilovtal T PAAGTNON Kol TOVS OIKIGHOVG



TOVG £TG1L MGTE VO, KOTAGTOVV avOeKTIKOT 6TIG d0o1kéES TupkaylEc. H evBivn avtn eivon
amToPaiTNTI KoL Y1 TV OVTIHETOTION TS KMUATIKNG kKpiong. Emtpéyte pov va mapadécm
TNV IGTOPIKN EVAPKTIPLA OpAia ToL TpdNV Tpoédpov Tv HITA Tlov @. Kévevtl: «Mn
POTATE TL UTOPEL VO KAVEL Y10 EGAG 1] YDOPO GOG, VO POTATE Tl LWTOPEITE VO KAVETE EGELG YO TN
ADOPO GOCH.

Tov ngpaopévo pve tpocdpevcarte g duaokeyng Aerial Firefighting Conference
Europe 2021 otnv EcOovia. KatéAnte To cuvédpro o€ véeg 10€ec;

Ta tpdTo cvuvedpla Evaéprog AacomupdcPeonc, mov erro&evinkay arnd tv EAAGSa to 2008
KoL T ETOUEVO, NTOV KLPImG TEYVIKA. EmikevipmOnKav oe texvoA0Yieg Kot ETLXEPNOLOKESG
TTVYEG TG evaéplag TupdcPeonc. DETOC, Yo TPAOTN POPA, Ol OLUANTEG TOL GLVESPIOL KoL TO
Koo ou{fTnoayv nioNng TNV OVAYKN EVIGYLONG TN TPOANYNG, EVGD £YLIVE PNTH OVOPOPA GTIV
TPOGTAGIO TOV OKIGHAV.

Source: https://www.in.qr/2021/12/06/plus/interviews/gkolntamer-mono-prolipsi-tha-sosei-tin-
ellada-apo-tis-pyrkagies/
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Goldammer - ""Only prevention will save Greece from fires"

Leading German scientist, head of the Global Fire Monitoring Center, explains to the "NEW
Weekend" why the active participation of local communities is necessary

By Maria Vassileios

In order for Greece to protect its forests from fires, it must once again deal intensively with
prevention, as it did in the 1980s, says Professor Johann Georg Goldammer, head of the Global
Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) in an interview with TA NEA. "If a fire breaks out after a prolonged
drought in areas where the forest has been thinned, it will be low intensity due to the small
amount of biomass," said the German professor, adding that "the active participation of local
communities is essential.” Goldammer was appointed head of the independent committee for the
Prospects for the Management of Forest and Rural Fires in Greece (established after the tragedy
in Mati), about which "TA NEA" wrote last August. His appointment in 2018 was not his first
involvement with our country. In August 1985 he had given his first interview to "NEA".

Professor Goldammer, the summer 2021 saw extreme wildfires all over the Mediterranean
region including Greece. How do you compare it with your past experiences in 1985 and
later on?

The 1980s were quite different from the situation of today. In summer of 1985 | worked in
Greece to exchange experiences with Greek scientists and practitioners. The question was: How
can we manage forests to become resilient to wildfires. At that time, Leonidas G. Liacos, late
professor of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, was the nestor of fire science and fire
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management. He created a concept of intensive management of Mediterranean pine forests to
reduce the wildfire hazard.

How could you explain this?

Liacos treated pine stands intensively. He removed all burnable materials on the forest floor by
mechanical clearing, targeted grazing and controlled fire. If a wildfire occurs in a managed
forest during a dry summer, only a surface fire will develop, no destructive crown fire. The
individual trees are tolerant to a surface fire and will not be damaged. Currently, this intensive
treatment is not applied because of lack of personnel and dwindling investments in forest
management.

How does the situation of 1985 compare with 2021?

In the 1980s the Greek Forest Service was strongly organized in the prevention and combat of
forest fires — an impressive example for other European countries. Over the last two to three
decades, however, the situation has changed. Extreme wildfires like in 2021 are becoming the
“new normal”. The reason: Nowadays, forests, agricultural and pasture lands are less
intensively cultivated or abandoned. Consequently, more highly flammable vegetation creates
conditions for very intense wildfires, which are difficult to control. This year, such intense
wildfires did not only affect Greece but also neighboring countries Turkey, Italy and in the
Western Balkans. Only Portugal is an exemption: Since 2018 the country is prioritizing
investments in wildfire prevention. This has paid off in 2021.

TaNEa interviewed you in 1985. Besides academic exchanges, you assisted our country in
fighting forest fires and providing strategic advice.

In August 1985 I arrived in Thassos while an intense wildfire burned in the mountains. | offered
my support to the incident commanders of the fire emergency, an admiral and a general of the
Armed Forces of Greece. Integrated in the command structure, we could contain the fire and
save the most threatened village of Maries. After the disastrous wildfires on Chios in 2012 |
worked with Captain Panagiotis Tsakos, well-known Greek ship owner. UN Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon mandated me to support the initiative of Tsakos on behalf of the United Nations.
After a conference in Chios in October 2012, convened by Captain Tsakos, Captain Tsakos and |
supported the Hellenic Agricultural Organization "DEMETER" to organize the “National
Round Table on Fire Management in Greece in Times of Economic Crisis”, an inter-agency
discussion platform held in Athens in May 2013.

You have repeatedly mentioned that local communities should defend their villages against
wildfires — instead of being evacuated?

Back in 2013 I set up a team of fire scientists and fire management specialists from Greece and
neighboring countries to prepare the “Guidelines for Defence of Villages against Wildfires .
Prevention, preparedness and active participation by local communities is essential. The hot
summer 2021 has shown that society in Greece is willing to contribute and to defend their
homes, villages and suburbs. However, they need to be capacitated and supported in order to do
this safely and effectively in cooperation with the responsible authorities.

Isn’t this a shift of paradigm of governing the wildfire problem?

We are in a process of fundamental reorientation. Last week, at the World Democracy Forum at
the Council of Europe, we discussed the role of civil society in creating wildfire-resilient
landscapes. | explained my position why people should not ask for their rights to be protected by
the authorities. Instead it is the responsibility of civil society to manage lands so that they
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become defensible against wildfires. This responsibility will be essential to cope with the climate
crisis. Allow me to quote former US president John F. Kennedy's historic inaugural address:
“Ask not what your country can do for you — ask what you can do for your country”.

Last month, you have chaired the Aerial Firefighting Conference Europe 2021 in Estonia.
Did the conference come up with new insights?

The first Aerial Firefighting Conferences, hosted by Greece in 2008, and the following
conferences were primarily technical. They focused on technologies and operational aspects in
aerial firefighting. This year, for the first time, the conference speakers and the audience also
discussed the need to strengthen prevention. The protection of villages was explicitly mentioned.

Source: https://www.in.gr/2021/12/06/plus/interviews/gkolntamer-mono-prolipsi-tha-sosei-tin-
ellada-apo-tis-pyrkagies/
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